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Fearing the Lox p, and ſerving bim in Truth, the 
Means of obtaining the Divine Protection; and 
preventing the Ruin of a Sinful People. 
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I SAM. xu. 24, 25. 


Only fear the Lord and ſerve him in Truth 
with all your Heart; for conſider how 

great Things he has done for you: but if 
you will ſtill do wickedly, ye ſhall be con- 
ſumed. 


IHA there is one infinitely wiſe and 
good God, who governs the World by 
his Providence, has been a Principle ſo 
univerſally received, that it cannot but 
be Matter of Wonder and Aſtoniſhment to every 
pious Mind, that this Belief ſhould have fo very 
little Effect in the World. Both paſt Ages and 
the preſent, afford but a melancholy Proof of the 
ſmall Influence he Fear of God has had on the 
Minds of Men.---The People of Mael were pe- 
culiarly diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the World. 
Almighty God had, by ſeveral remarkable provi- 
dential Events, given them undeniable Evidences 
of his omnipotent Power, his infinite Wiſdom, 
and his boundleſs Goodneſs !—And yet we find 
that this very People, for whom God had done 
ſuch great and marvellous Things, ſoon forgot 
their kind Deliverer: So little Fear or Reverence 
of the Divine Being had they upon their Minds, 
that they quickly fell into the idolatrous CO 
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of the Nations round about them; till at length 
it pleaſed the Almighty to puniſh them in a ſe- 
vere and remarkable Manner, with the Recom- 
pence of their Error which was meet. He gave 
them up into the Hands of their idolatrous Ene- 
mies, till they became truly ſenſible of their Sin 
of Ingratitude to him, who had done ſuch great 
Things for them.—Then indeed they cried unto 
the Lord, and faid, We bave finned, becauſe we 
have forſalen the Lord, and ſerved Balim * and 
Aſhtaroth : Bus now deliver us out of the Hands of 
our Enemies, and ae will ſerve thee. 

The People of England very much reſemble the 
People of Iſrael, in regard to Favours received 
from God: But I am ſorry to fay it, that we 
reſemble them too nearly alſo in our Impieties 


and Wickedneſſes of ſeveral Kinds; but more 
ae 


ly in our ba te Ingratitude to him, for 
e great Things he has done for this Kingdom. 
He has, by ſeveral remarkable Interpoſitions of 
Providence, delivered us out of the Wes of Po- 
pery, and out of the Hands of thoſe who are 
iworn Enemies to our Civil and Religious Liberties. 
If it ſhould be aſked, what Influence theſe Deli- 
verances has had on the People of this Nation, it 
muſt be anſwered ; that we, like Jſrael of old, 


* The Gods of Balim were fome remarkable Heroes, ſuch 
as had diſtinguiſhed themſelves in their Country's Service, whoſe 
Images they ſet up and worſhipped. —The Gods of 4/htareth, 
Mr. Selden ſays, were ſome Goddeſſes of the Groves; for even 
Trees were accounted ſacred Things by the ancient Heathens, 


' who conſecrated them to this or that Deity ; adorned them with 


Lights, Ribbands, and the Spoils of their Enemies ; and made 
Vows to them; fo that Travellers, as Biſhop Patrick, in his 
Commentary on Judges iii. 7. obſerves, were wont to ſtop when 
they were to paſs by, as if they had been the IIabitation of 
ſome | God, g 
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in Time of Proſperity, have forgot the God that 
made us, and ligbtly efleemed the Rock of our 
Salvation.—In theſe Circumſtances, when we muſt 
neceſſarily be confcious of our own Ingratitude, 
and Almighty God ſeems greatly diſpleaſed, and 
threatens us with his Judgments for our Iniquities, 
and ſeems to be bringing our Enemies upon us as 
a Scourge ; under theſe Circumſtances, I fay, 
what in human Wiſdom and Prudence is now our 
Duty ?—The Prophet Samuel has told us in the 
Text, Fear the Lord, and ſerve him in Truth with 
all your Heart; for conſider how great Things he 
bas done for you. 

In my diſcourſing on theſe Words, that it may 


be moſt uſeful on the preſcnt ſolemn Occaſion, I 
will ſnew you, 


2 

I. That it is the Duty of a ſinful People, who 
would hope for the Divine Protection when 
ſurrounded with Troubles, ro fear the Lord, and 
ferve bim in Truth with all their Heart, 

IT. That I may excite and encourage” you to 
this your indiſpenſable Duty, I will point out 
ſome of the moſt remarkable Deliverances God has 
wrought out for this Natiou.—Confider how great 
Things be has done for you. And then, 


III. and Lay, I will remind you, that if 
Sinners will not repent and humble themſelves 
before God; but, on the contrary, ſtill continue 
to do wictediy; there is nothing they can expect, 


but according to the Prophet's Prediction, they, 
ſhall be conſumed. 
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Firſt, Jam to ſhew you, that 'tis the Duty of 

a ſinful People, who would hope for the Divine 
Protection when ſurrounded with Troubles, to 


fear the Lord, and ſerve him in Truth with all 


their Heart, —T'his will appear plain and evident 
to every thinking Man ; both from the Principles 
of Reaſon, and divine Revelation.—From the Prin- 
ciples of Reaſon, We believe that there is one 
infinitely wiſe and good Being, who concerns him- 
ſelf in the Government of the World ; that to him 
we are accountable, and that it is from him we 
receive our Beings, and all the Favours and Mercies 
we enjoy; Who watches all our Actions in the 
preſent Life, and will undoubtedly call us to 
Account in the future: Therefore it is highly 
reaſonable, that we take the utmoſt Care to ſe- 
cure his Favour and Protection, by a good Life 
and Converſation ; for as he is a Being poſſeſſed 
of infinite Purity and Holineſs, ſo he cannot but 
approve, and be pleaſed with thoſe who live with 
a becoming Fear and Reverence of him, and en- 
deavour to promote his Kingdom of Righteoul- 
neſs in the World. From Revelation. It is there 
conſtantly repreſented, that God expects and en- 
Joins it on us, that we ſhould have a due Fear and 
Reverence of him always before us, Pſalm Ixxxix. 

God is greatly to be feared in the Aſſembly 
of the Saints, and to be had in Reverence of all 
them that are about him. — And the Lord, by 
his Prophet Moſes, complains of the great Defi- 


ciency of the Children of Mael in this impor- 


tant Duty, in theſe Words, O that there was 
ſuch a Heart in them that they would fear me, and 
give Evidence to the World of the good Effect 
of their Fear, and keep my Commandments always; 
that it might be well with them, and with their 
Children for ever, It 


EF 'Y 


It may be neceſſary here to take notice, that the 
Fear of God is ſometimes in the ſacred Scrip- 
tures repreſented as comprehending the whole 
Duty of Man, both to his Maker and Fellow- 
Creatures; but in the more common Acceptation 
of the Word, it is generally taken for a religious 
Reverence of the Divine Being, and his provi- 
dential Government over us.—Fear in itſelf, as a 
Paſſion, is a Motive of Action ariſing in the 
Mind from the Object we fear: And we may be 
aſſured tl:oſe cannot truly fear God, who will not 
obey him. There is indeed a Fear, or rather a 
Dread, of the ſupreme Being, which ſeems to 
have ariſen in the Minds of Men, from ſome 
unjuſt Repreſentations of Almighty God, as if he 
was an arbitrary, inexorable, and cruel Being, void 
of all Compaſſion to his Creatures.—But this is 
ſo far from being a true Character of God, or a 
Part of true Religion, that, on the contrary, it 
deſtroys the very Foundation of it. I muſt own 
pious Fob tells us, that when he conſiders of God 
be is afraid of him, Job xxiii. 15. But by this Ex- 
preſſion we are not to underſtand, that he dreaded 
the Thoughts of God as a mercileſs Being, but 
rather as a righteous Governor, and as a ſtrict 
impartial Judge ; from whoſe Diſpleaſure the im- 
penitent Sinner can find no Protection in Times 
of Trouble; but on the other hand, the more 
every pious Chriſtian conſiders his Dependance 
upon God as the Author of his Being, and of 
all the Bleſſings he enjoys, the more and greater 
Reaſon will he always have to love and honour, to 
reverence and adore him.—But the Fear of God 
being a Diſpoſition of the Mind, it may here be 
proper to conſider it in the Influence it has upon 
our general Conduct in Life. And here 2 
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find it a very uſeful Paſſion implanted in us b 
the great Author of our Beings, for very wiſe 
and valuable Purpoſes — And if we are not lulled 
to Sleep, in a careleſs Security, when Trouble 
ſurrounds us, our Fear will be ready to point out 
the Danger and the Way to eſcape it. 

And now to apply it to our preſent Circum- 
ances; What muſt we think of the Man, who 
appcars void of all Concern, when he ſees, that 
the Nation in which he lives, is invaded by a 
Popiſh Pretender; and encouraged by France and 
Spain, the open and avowed Enemies of this 
Kingdom ; When he ſees the Crown of our 
rightful Sovereign King George inſolently ſtruck at, 
by one that has been bred up in Hatred to the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt ;,—when he ſees the Religion and 


| Liberties of his Country in the moſt imminent 


Danger; and is notwithſtanding contented to fit 
ſtill in a careleſs Security, when every thing that 
is dear and valuable to him is thus attack d I ſay, 
the Man who in theſe Circumſtanees appears void 
of all Concern, can have no true Fear of God be- 
fore his Eyes ; nor any Regard to the Honour and 
Intereſt of his Country.---But Fear when duly 
proportioned, and conducted with Wiſdom and 
Judgment, is an excellent Means to excite us to 
the moſt proper Methods, to ward off the Dan» 
gers to which we are expoſed.---And in a reli- 
gious View, it is the uſual Means of making Sin- 
ners ſenſible of the Neceſſity of Repentance and 


Amendment of Life, as the only Way to eſcape 


the Judgments of God. This, let us hope, will 
be the good Effect of Fearing the Lord, and ſerv- 
ing bim in Truth with all our Hearts, under theſe 
preſſing National Calamities.---We are a People 
highly favoured of God, as were the Jeus of L. 6 


9) 


The Bleflings we have enjoyed, which are many 


and ſingular, ſeem to haw flown from God's free 
and unmerited Coodnefs!— He has bleſſed this 
Iſland ill lately with Peace and Plenty; he has 
given us true Religion and Liberty; while other 
Nations are in wretched Slavery to Superſtition and 
Idolatry.- If it ſhou'd now be enquired, what 


Uſe has been made of theſe diſtingu ſhied B. eſſings 


which we have enjoyed; The Anſwer is but a 


melancholy Reflection: We have received the 


Favours of Heaven, withont being duly thankfal 
to God who beſtows them; we have abuſed his 
Mercies by repeated Provocati ms; and the Pro- 


faneneſs and Immorality which has fo ſpread itſelf 


in the Kingdom, we have great Reaſon to fear has 
incurred the divine Difp leaſure. N de. Iniquities 
committed in the Nation, are great and many; 

but the Virtues practiced are ſmall 5 few. To 


inſtance only in a few Caſes ; The Want of cm- 


mon Honeſty, Sincerity and Integrity, among 
Men, is greatly to be lamented. Righteoufnefs, 
Truth, and Faithfulneſs, are greatly failed from 
among Men --- While on the other hand, Knavery 
and Hypocriſy, with French Faith, att: nded with 
Bribery and Corruption, greatly increaſe and 2- 
bound in the Kingdom: Almoſt all Ranks of 
People appear to be gre: ty corrupted ; for where 
is that Honeſty and Sinc-rity, that Integrity and 
Uprightneſs of He:rt, which the People of Eng- 
land once enjoyed; and which fo much becomes 
the Gentleman, the Soldier, and the Chriſtian ? 
and which is an inſeparable Companion of true 
Courage and Valour.---15 it not greatly to be la- 
mented, that the Nation has been for ſeveral Leas 

very forward to run into French Cuſtoms and 
Vices ; which, without a timely Reformation, 
2 mult 
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muſt terminate in the Ruin of our dear- Country. 


For any Sort of Religion, or of Government, will 
ſerve a People, when Juſtice and Honeſty, Since- 
rity and Integrity, are very little regarded.---In 
theſe Circumſtances, it greatly concerns us all, 
both in our Perſonal and National Capacity, to 
make humble Confeſſion before God, on this 
public Day, ſct apart by our good and rightful So- 
vereign ; that we may obtain Pardon for our many 
and repeated Offences againſt the Laws of God. 
Let us plead with him for bis Mercy's ſake, and 
for the People of England, that he will not enter 


into ſtrict Judgment with us.---We muſt own we 


have finned, we have done wicłedly, we have te- 
belled againſt God by departing from his Precepts. 
We muit acknowledge, that 10 us belongs Confuſion 
of Tace, as at this Day, t our Kings, to cur 
Princes, and to our Fathers, becauſe we have ſinned 
againſt bim: And that to the Lord our God belong 
Mercy and Forgiveneſs, though we have rcbelled 
againſt him; we have not obeyed the Voice of the 
Tard our God, to walk in his Laws which he has 
jet b. fore us, Dan. viii. 9, 10. 

I muſt own, we have great Reaſon to fear, 
that the many, great, and crying Abominations 


committed in the Nation with Impunity, may have 


juſtly incurred the divine Diſpleaſure. Is not the 
public Worſhip of God among us, in general, ſad- 
ly neglected.-- Is not his moſt holy and facred 
Name, which ſhou'd never be mentioned, but 
with the moit profound Awe and Reverence, 
daily profancd by Multitudes in the Nation by 


wicked Oaths and Curſes —Do we not hear both 


Day and Night in our Cities, in our Towns, and 
even in our little Villages, Numbers of Creatures, 
deſtitute of all true Fear of God; who are daily 
| | 812855 impre- 
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11 
imprecating the G alas Wrath! calling 
for Damnation on their own Souls, or on the Souls 
or Bodies of their Fellow-Creatures.—And ſo great 
and numberleſs are the Corruptions, which are 
daily committed with Impunity in the Kingdom, 
notwithſtanding the good Laws we have for the 
Suppreſſion of Vice, Prophaneneſs, and Immora- 
lity, that one cannot well tell, who are the mot 
remiſs in their Duty; whether the Eccleftiſtic Ma- 
giſtrate, or the Civil.— And can we think that a 
Nation in theſe Circumſtances is not in great need 
of a Reformation? Or rather, unleſs we timely 
repent, how can we think to eſcape the Judg- 
ments of God lO that Men would therefore fear 
the Lord, and ſerve him in Truth with all their 
Heart Let wicked Men conſider, that they live 
and act in the Sight of an omnipreſent Governor; 
poſſeſſed of perfect Juſtice, Holineſs, and Purity, 
who knows the ſecret Intents and Purpoſes of their 
Hearts, who cannot poſſibly be impoſed on, but 
will undoubtedly reward or puniſh them according 
to their ſeveral reſpective Deſerts.— May this Con- 
ſideration effectually lead them to Repentance. 
What Man is he that defires Life, and loveth 
many Days that be may ſee Good, let him keep his 
Tongue from Evil, and bis Lips from ſpeaking 
Guile : Let him depart from Ewil and do Good; 
let him ſeek to make his Peace with God, and pur- 
ſue it, Almighty God is repreſented as being angry 
with Sinners every Day; when they ſpread forth 
their Hands he will hide his Eyes, and when they 
make many Prayers he will not hear ; but on the 
contrary has threatned, that he will laugh at their 
Calamity and mock when their Fear cometh And 
though wicked Men may go on and proſper for a 
Time, and as the wiſe Man expreſſes it, cheer 
— C 2 thim- 
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them elves in their Youth, and walk in tie May, 
f thetr 6wn Hearts, aud in the; $1ght of tleir cn 
Hyes, yet let them conllantly temember, that for 
all their Immoralitics God wil! bring them int9 
Judgment, Eecleſ. ix. 9. — The Time is coming, 
— we have great Reaſon to believe that it haſtens 
apace, when we muſt all appear before the Judg- 
ment Scat of Chriſt, that every one may receive the 
Things done in bis Body, according to that he 
Hat) done whether it be good on lad, 2 Cor. v. 10. 
For the Son of Man ſhall 0 revealed from Heaven, 

with bis mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, taking ; 

L. engeance on them that — net God, and who ovey 

not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; who are | 

repreſented as reſcrved, to be puniſhed with ever- 

la fling Deſtruciton, from the Preſence of the Lord, ] 

and from) the Glory of bis Power, 2 Theſſ i. 7, 

8, 9.—There is a proper Time for the | Minifters t 

1 ot the Goſpel to ſp-ak ; or in the Prophet's Phraſe, \ 

f 10 Cry &. oud. end 75 are not; to ſhew to the People V 
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|: their T Tranſgreliio2s, and to the Houſe: of Jacob 
their Sins.— I i therefore hope, that it will 
not be thought that I have Pleaſure in the Com- 
plaints Which have made of the Iniquities of 
my Countrymen ;— What I have faid ariſes from a p 
Ileart that a a ſpecdy and an effectual Refor- m 
1 mation throughout the Kingdom; as the only W 
vs Means to obtain the divine Protection in our de 
8 preſent Troubles. - And thoſe who chuſe to be th 
| tilent, when the Iniquitięs of the Nation are flow- H 


fe ing in like a Flood to deſtroy us, are juſtly to be T1 
ht ' faſpected, through Eaſe and Luxur y, to be lulled ur 
to Sl-ep in their Security. n 

We are told in the Text, that we muſt ſerve tbe W. 

Lord in Truth with all aur Heart. — To the Jews co 

this was a Command to ſerve the true God, the We 


2 God 
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God of their Fathers, according to the Revelation, 
given by Moſes : They were to worſhip him in 
Sincerity, with all their Heart: Their Affections 
were not to be divided, and placed on Heathen 
Deities, according to the 1dolatrous Practice of the 
Nations round about them. —To Chriſtians this 
will be of excellent Uſe; to teach us that we muſt 
pay a peculiar Regard to the Chriſtian Revelation, 
in oppoſition to the groſs Corruptions that the 
Church of Rome haus introduced. It is written, 


Thou fhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only 


ſhalt thou ſerve, But if the Pretender to thc Crown 


of this Kingdom, ſhould ſucceed in this daring and 
inſolent Attempt ; as he was nurſed and bred up: in 
Bigotry to the Church of Rome, ſo depend on it, 
he wil! endeavour to eſtabliſh Popery here; when 
in all Probability, we ſhall no longer be permitted 
to worſhip God, through our one only Medtator, 
with that Sincerity of Heart and Purity of Mind 
which his ſacred Word directs But Prayer and 
Thanſkgiving muſt be made to a Number of me- 
diatoral Gods, who neither deſerve our Homage, 
nor can they poſſibly reward it. Such as they call 
Saints, who while they lived, were the great Sup- 
porters of the Corruptions of the Mother of Abo- 
minations; even theſe we muſt bow down to, 
who have been the cruel Perſecuters and Mur- 
derers of the true Saints and People of God : So 
that inſtead of ſerving God, in Truth wth all our 
Hearts, or as our Saviour expreſſes it, in tirit and in 
Truth, as becomes the ſincere Profeſſors of pure and 
undefiled Religion; we muſt pay regard to ſuch 
numberleſs Rites and Ceremonies, that one would 
wonder that either the Weakneſs or Folly of Men 
could ever invent or endure,—But theſe Things 
We muſt be obliged to ſubmit to, if he who now 
invades 


om. 9 3 


invades us ſhould ſucceed, or refuſe it at our Pe- 


Grilt of Hereſy. The Right which we claim, 
to think aud judge for ourſelves, as Proteſtants ; 


as Froteſtants are told by Authority divine, that 
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ril. For as he is bred up a ſworn Enemy to the 
Proteſtant Religion and Liberties, he very probably 
looks 3 us all, however denominated or di- 
ſtinguiſhed, as under what they call the damnable 


upon which all rational and acceptable Religion is 
founded; this Right, I ſay, they call Hercfy ; a 
Crime the Church of Rome is never willing to 
forgive ; but endeavours to extirpate it, under the 
dreadf.1 Penalty of eternal Damnation They 
have one infallible Judge that cannot err, who has 
a Fower to make Laws, and to bind, or looſe, at 
Pleaſure. It is to no purpoſe to tell them, that we 


there is one Lawgiver, (meaning, Chriſt Jeſus) v 
is able to ſave and to deſtroy; who art thou that 
gudgeſt another? Or as it is expreſt in ſome an- 


cient Latin Copics *, there is one Lawgiver and v 
Judge. The Author of the late Tranſlation of ri 
the New Te ament from the Greek renders it; a 


There is but one Legiſlator and Judge, be that has th 
Power of Life and Death, who art thu to paſs th 
Sentence upon another ? I tay, 'tis to no purpole ir 
to tell them, that we are accountable to none but ne 
Chriſt alone, and he is our only Lawgiver as ba 


Chriſtians; for if ever we ſhould be ſubject to an 


their Power, we ſhall ſoon find, that they will the 
boldly uſurp the Authority of Chriſt, and blaſ- do 
phemouſly aſſume to themſelves the Power both ſte 
of Salvation and Damnation.-I own, we have In 
been told of late, that Popery is not ſo cruel now 

* Unus eft Legiſlator atque Fudex. — But Beza renders it, 
Unus eft Legiflator qui pote/? ſervare & perdere : tu qui © 
yu: damnas altum? Jac. iv. 12, _ 4 


as 
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as formerly; and that this Pretender, if he ſhould: 
ſucceed in his wicked Attempt, will not be fo ſe- 
vere as he has been repreſented, —But depend on 
it, how great ſoever his own Good-Nature and 
Humanity may be; he is under ſuch Obligations 
to the Pope and Cardinals, that they will never 
permit him to ſpare a People, whom they have ſo 
often curſed, and ſo long doomed to Deſtru&tion. 
Suppoling what we have heard of late were true, 
that Popery has appeared rather milder than for- 
merly ; yet we have it on Record, to the eternal 
Infamy of bloody-minded Papiſts, the great and 
mercileſs Crueltics they have committed in leſs 
than two hundred Years paſt.— Witneſs the Maſ- 
ſacre of Paris in 1572, at which Time near one 
hundred thouſand Proteſtants were barbarouſly 
ſlain for their Religion: The Streets of Paris 
were covered with their dead Bodies, and the 
whole City reeked with the Blood of the Slain ; 
where the Romr/h Prieſts ran dmong the murde- 
ring Crew, and holding a Sword in one Hand, and | 
a Crucifix in the other, begged them to ſpare nei- | 


ther Relation nor Friend, but to put them all to 
the Sword *.—Witneſs allo the cruel Tragedy in 
Ireland, where, according to ſeveral Accounts, 
near two hundred thouſand Proteſtants were bar- 
barouſly murder'd.— Allo their Execution at Thorn, 
and the grievous Perſecution of Sa/tzburgh ; and 
the late Dragooning cf the poor Proteſtants in the 
South of France, where they hanged their Mini- 
ſters, and rioted in the moſt enormous Cruelty. --- 
In a Word; If ever this Pretender ſhould be ca- 
pable of wreſting the Crown from off the Head 
of our rightful Sovereign King George, [whom 
God long preſerve] and he become ſetiled in this 
* Effays on the Civil Wars, | 
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Kingdom, there is great Reaſon to fear, that this 
Antichriſtian Church will again triumph in this 
Nation; when Racks and Gibbets, and all the 
Cruelties of the Inquifition, will be enforced on 
us, as what they call wholeſome Severities,—I am 
ready to agree with Archbiſhop Tillotſon, the Pa- 
piſts are made like other Men ; they have Huma- 
nity and Good-Nature, and benevolent Diſpoſitions, 
like the reſt of Mankind; but 'tis their Religion 
1 makes them ſavage and cruel.---But as we would 
11 hope for a Deliverance from this Evil which now 
Fi threatens us, let us follow the Prophet's Advice; 
þ Fear the Lord, and ſerve him in Truth with all 
if our Hearts. 


| 
| 
10 IJ am now, 2dly, To point out ſome of the 
i; moſt remarkable Deliverances God has wrought 
| out for this Nation. Confider what great Things he 
has done for you. 


* BM 


When the whole Nation was overſpread with 
Darkneſs, Ignorance, and Popiſh Superſtition, 
' which continued for a great Number of Years in 
this Kingdom, it pleaſed Almighty God to bring 
forth Light out of Darkneſs, He raiſed up the 
Learned and Judicious John Wickliff, D. D. and 
Sir John Oldcaſtle, the good Lord Cobham ; both 
of theſe great Men made a conſiderable Stand a- 
gainſt the Errors of Popery x. Wickliff tranſlated 
the Holy Bible from the Latin into our Mother- 


* The Lord Cobham fell a Sacrifice to their Cruelty ; they 
hanged him to a Gallows by a Chain about his Middle, and 
burnt him to Death.—Dr. Fickliff, while he lived, eſcaped 
their Fury, through the Favour of che Duke of Lancaſter ; yet 
in about forty Years after, the Council of Conflance found him 
guilty of Hereſy, and ordered his Bones to be taken up and 
burnt. Ecbard's Hiſtory of England, | 
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Tongue. To this Bible he wrote a large Preface, 
wherein he greatly expoſed the Corruptions of the 
Romiſh Clergy ; condemned the Worſhipping of 
Saints, and denied the Doctrine of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation ; and exhorted the People to ſtudy the 
Scriptures. 'This was the Means that opened the 
Eyes of the People, to ſee through the iniquitous 
Myſtery of Popery. And it is to this we, in a 
great meaſure, owe our Happineſs as Proteſtants at 
preſent ; for though it muſt be owned, that the 
Reformation was not perfectly brought about, till 
upward of 180 Years afterwards, yet by this means 
the fi:ſt Seeds were ſown and grew up by Degrees 
to Maturity. This Nation has been bleſſed with 
this diſtinguiſhed Light, this ſacred Repoſitory of 
the divine Oracles, for a great Number of Years. 
The Bible has often been wonderfully reſcued from 
the moſt imminent Danger, when in all human 
Appearance it would be wreſted and torn from us: 
for as ſoon as the Reformation became eſtabliſhed, 
Popiſh Bigots began to plot and contrive how they 
might deprive us of this Jewel. When Q. Mary 
aſcended the Throne, ſhe very ſoon ſhewed her 
Attachment to Bigotry and Superſtition ; and this 
made her cruel and oppreſſive. And by the In- 
fluence of Popiſh Bigots round about her, ſhe ſoon 
began to uſe Fire and Faggot, thoſe great Argu- 
ments of Popery, in order that ſhe might utterly 
extinguiſh this glorious Light, which had begun to 
ſhine upon us. Here were Numbers who truly 
feared God, and ſacrificed every thing that was 
dear to them, and even Life itſelf, for the Cauſe of 
God; and for the Teſti many of Jeſus. 

And becauſe many Martyrs choſe rather to ſeal 
the Teſtimony of their Doctrine with their own 
Blood, than to renounce their holy Profeſſion, and 

b D continued 
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(213 ] 
continued ſtedfaſt to the laſt, exhorting the Peo- 
ple even at the Stake where they were burnt, ne- 
ver to renounce their Profeſſion. Gardiner and 
Bonner, two baſe and cruel Men, unworthy the 
Dignity of the Character and Office of Biſhops ; 
theſe wicked Men, I fay, threatned to cut out the 
Tongues of the Martyrs, unleſs they promiſed not 
to make Speeches to the People . But what can 
be ſaid to theſe Things? Surely Cruelty is inter- 
woven with their Religion. But here Providence 
ſcems to have remarkably concerned itſelf for this 
Kingdom : The Reign of this Princeſs was very 
bloody indeed, but God made it ſhort, by taking 
her away by Death.—She was ſucceeded by the 


illuſtrious Queen Eligabeth, who was the Glory of 


England, and the Deliverer of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion and Liberties. As ſhe was carried through 
the Acclamations of the People in Cheap/ide, ſhe 
received the Holy Bible, and kiſſed it, clapt it to 
her Breaſt, ſaying, This is my chief Delight, and 
{ſhall be the Rule of my Government.—Even the 
Biſhops met her, and ſhe kindly received them all, 
but Bonner, whom ſhe looked upon as one defiled 
with Blood. She thought it ſeemed indecent to 
treat him with the Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition, agree- 
able to her good Temper ; and that ſhewing Re- 
pect to a Perſon ſo polluted, would ſeem to give 


Countenance to his Crimes. During the Reign of 


this illuſtrious Princeſs, Popiſh Bigots were almoſt 
conſtantly endeavouring to deprive us of the Bleſ- 
ſings we enjoyed, and to root out, if poſſible, 
thoſe Secds of the Proteſtant Religion and Liber- 
ties, which ſhe had fo zealouſly ſowed. The 
Pope firſt of all anathematized her as a Heretick, 
and diſſolved her Subjects from all due Obedience 


* Biſhop Burnet's Hiſtory of the Reformation, x 
0 


I Has - . 


> > — = 8 


[ 19 ] 

to her; and then perſuaded the King of Spain to 
aſſiſt him in an Invaſion ; fo that, if poſſible, they l 
might by Force of Arms root out the Proteſtant 1 
Religion by Fire and Sword. 

Money was greatly wanting to accompliſh this 
End, and the Pope offered, if need were, to expoſe 
all the Treaſures of the Apoſtolick Sec, »nd even 
to pawn the Chalices and Crucifixes, and the ſa- 
cerdotal Veſtments to carry on their holy Enter- 

rize *. 
: But notwithſtanding the greatneſs of this Prepa- 
ration, to deſtroy our Religion and Liberties, it 
pleaſed Almighty God, to deliver us from this Vlot, 
by a Meſſenger being intercepted with Letters to 
the Queen of Scots, who was a profeſs d Papiſt.--- 
Hereupon the Duke of Nor/o!k was drawn into a 
Conſpiracy, tried, found guilty, and beheaded.--- 
But to take Notice of all the Contrivances of the 
Enemies of our Religion and Liberties, againſt the 
Life and Crown of Queen Elizabeth, and her ma- 
ny Deliverances, it would be neceſſary to tranſcr.be 
a great Part of the Hiſtory of her illuſtrious Reign. 
[ ſhall therefore mention only one Inſtance more 
during her Reign, which is that ſignal Deliverance 
the Almighty God wrought out {or us, from the 
3 Spaniſb Invaſion; which ought to be had in ever- 
e laſting Remembrance, as one of the great Things 
of which God has done for this Kingdom. 
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ſt The Pope excites to an Invaſion with publiſhing 
4 a Bull, wherein he promiſeth a full Pando of all 
le, their Sins, who ſhould engage in this Enterprize ; 
er- he proceeds with curling the Queen of England, 
he and abſolving all her Subjects from their Oaths of 
k, Allegiance to her; and threatens them with the 


Danger of the Wrath of God, if they aſſiſt her 


* Hiſtory of Popiſh Plots. 
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anywiſe, and do not uſe all proper Means to bring 
her to Puniſhment.---This Bull of the Popes was 
look'd upon as an apoſtolick Miſſion; and to let 
the World know, that the Pope look'd upon it as 
a holy War, he named twelve of the largeſt Ships 
by the Names of the Twelve Apoſtles *.--And he 
intended nothing lets than the Deſtruction of the 
Engl: Nation, and the Proteſtant Religion, all at 
4 one Blow. They had furniſhed out one of the 
18 greateſt Fleet of Ships that had ever before ap- 
11 _ peared on the Britiſbo Seas; My Lord Bacon men- 
tions 130, whereof 72 were mighty Gallioſes and 

Galloons, like floating Caſtles; others reckon 150 


i 
| | Ships, beſides a Number of ſmall Veſſels, This 
| 


Invincible Armada, as the Pope called it, was 
manned with 430,000 Soldiers and Mariners; a- 
mong which were a great Number of Gentlemen 
Volunteers, who hoped to have made their For- 


{ 

| 

| tune by this Expedition to England. Theſe Ships t 
'H . were furniſhed with all Sorts of Provifions, and ex- t 

| pected to have been aſſiſſed with an Army of 50000 c 

| Soldiers out of Fland-rs, under the Duke of Parma, a 
which they hoped to have tranſported over to Hug . 

F land under the Protection of this mighty Ficet. tl 

6 But let us now ſee, when nothing but Ruin ſur- * 
I! rounded us, what great Things God hath done jor ti 
i; ws, The Almighty blew them away, as it were by th 
* the Blaſt of his Mouth; their boaſted Navy was bat- ar 
5 ter'd, diſperſed, and almoſt totally ruined. For h; 
.-8 Almighty God ſeems to have fought them [as we By 
1 hope he will our French Invaders] by ſtormy Winds, do 
bi Which are conſtantly repreſented in the Sacred an 


Scriptures as fulfilling his divine Command, They T] 
are driven on Rocks by Tempeſt, are ſo diſperſed Ti 
and ſhaken, that but few of. cither Men or Ships wa 


* Sce Echard's Hiſtory of England, WL 
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returned to Spain to carry the doleful News. 
Lord Charles Howard and Sir Francis Drake, with 
but little more than half the Number of the Ene- 
my's Ships, fought them ſo bravely, that they ut- 
terly ſcattered and deſtroyed thoſe that had eſcaped 
the Storms: So that the Pope's Anathema, and 
Spain's invincible Armada, both proved equally in- 
effectual. 

But this ſignal and remarkable Inſtance of Pro- 
vidence, concerned in our Deliverance, but in their 
Deſtruction, made very little or no Impreſſion on 
thoſe enterprizing and bloody- minded Papiſts; 
{till they go on with their inhuman Deſigns to work 
out our Ruin, 

The next remarkable Deliverance which I ſhall 
take notice of, is the Gunpowder Plot, which 
ought to be recorded among the great Things God 
has done for this Kingdom. This appears from 
the moſt authentic Accounts to have been one of 
the moſt wicked Conſpiracies that was ever hatch'd 
or contrived at Rome; It was big with Horror, 
and black with Deſtruction !---They, by digging 
large Caverns under the Parliameni-Houſe, and 
there placing 36 Barrels of Gunpowder, intended, 
when the King, Lords, and Commons, were fit- 
ting, to have blown them all up at once; ſo that 
the King, the Dukes, the Lords, the Commons, 
and the whole Flower of the Kingdom, would 
have fell a Sacrifice to cruel and deſigning Papiſts. 
But here again conſider the great Things God has 
done for us.---The Train of Gunpowder was laid, 
and the Fire almoſt ready to be put to it; all 
Things were almoſt brought to a Criſis, and the 
Time very near when this great, this fatal Blow 
was to be given.---But here the omnipotent God, 
who reigns as rightful Sovercign over all Worlds, 
merci- 
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mercifully interpoſed, and brought to light thoſe 
dark Councils which had been cover'd over with 
Night, and thoſe wicked Wretches that were prin- 
cipally concern'd, to a deſerv'd Puniſhment. Tis 
dreadful to think of the Conſequences of that Trea- 
ſon, had it been permitted to have taken Effect: 
for the Inſtruments of it publickly declar'd, they 
were reſolv'd to have purſued this firſt Blow, to 
the entire Deſtruction of all Proteſtants, In all 
Probability, had they ſucceeded then, or ſhould 
they ſucceed now, with us muſt periſh the Prote- 
ſtant Religion and Liberties throughout Europe. 

Another remarkable Deliverance which deſerves 
to be remembred among the great Things God has 
done for us, is that wrought out by our glorious 
Deliverer King William. 

To him under God, we owe all our Bleſſings and 
Privileges that we now enjoy as Proteſtants; our 
Lives, our Eſtates, our Friends, and our Religion, 
even that pure, and uncorrupt Religion, which 
the Son of God came down from Heaven to teach 
us, freed from all thoſe groſs Corruptions which 
Papiſts would have cramm'd down our Throats 
with Firebrands*, It is well known, that when 
King James came to the Throne, Popery began 
every where openly to appear, and the Doctrines 
of paſſive Obedience, and Non-Refiſtance, were 
preach'd up and inculcated on Men's Conſciences, 
under Pain of Damnation. The Papiſts now de- 
clared, it was a great Evil to ſay any Thing in the 
Defence of the Proteſtant Religion and Liberties; 
and fome of thoſe who had the Courage to ap- 
pear in the Defence of the Liberties of their Coun- 
try, were preſently impriſon'd, as Offenders againſt 
the King's Perſon and Government, Thus 


* Dr, Gale's Sermon on the 5th of November, 
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were all our Laws, our Civil and Religi- 
ous Liberties, in the utmoſt Danger of being ta- 
ken from us, when the three Eſtates of the King- 
dom, agreed to invite the Prince of Orange to 
come over to our Aſſiſtance, and Almighty God 
commanded even the Wind and the Seas to obey 
him; which brought our great Deliverer, and ſafe- 
ly landed him in England. And now King James 
flees before him, as though he was conſcious of a 
bad Cauſe, and chuſes rather to abdicate the Go- 
vernment, then to adminiſter it according to the 
Laws of the Realm; and as he carried away the 
Perſon whom he called his Son with him, which 
every Body knows was greatly ſuſpected, the Na- 
tion was under a Neceſſity of providing for them- 
ſelves in the manner they did; and thoſe whoſe 
Right it was to ſettle this important Affair, agreed 
to fix the Crown on the Heads of King William 
and Queen Mary, without taking the leaſt Notice 
of this Pretender. It is therefore weak and ridi- 
culous for Men to talk of Jure d:vino, unleſs they 
prove his divine anointing, as in the Caſes of Saul 
and David, or of Right hereditary, unalicnable 
and indefeazable. 

It we now paſs on to the latter Part of the 
Reign of Queen Anne, we ſhall find that Popiſh 
Bigots were continually plotting and contriving 
how to deprive us of the Proteſtant Religion and 
Liberties. So great was their Influence with that 
Queen, that ſhe at laſt was prevailed on to ſend an 
Invitation to the Pretender, to come and take on 
him the Crown of theſe Kingdoms ; but this In- 
vitation became the Ruin of their Scheme, for the 
Perſon who was ſent with the Invitation, went to 
the Elector of Hanover, inſtead of going to the 
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Chevalier de St. George. By this means all 
their Deſigns againſt our envied, but happy Con- 


ſtitution, prov'd abortive. 


And no ſooner was King George ſettled on the 


| Britiſh Throne, but preſently we hear of a Rebel- 


lion in Scotland, carried on and headed by the Earl 
of Marr, who had a Commiſſion uuder the Pre- 
tender's own Hand, for nominating him Lieutenant- 
General, and Commander in Chief in the North. 
The Earl of Derwentwater, Foſter, and others, to 
the Number of 250, appear'd in Rebellion near 
Rothbury, and ſoon after were join'd by the Lord 
Widdrington, and proclaim'd the Pretender at Wake- 
worth, Morpeth, and Hexham ; from theſe Places 
they went to Brampton, Penrith, Appleby, Kendal, 
Lancaſter, and Preſton, proclaiming the Pretender 
at moſt of theſe Places; but on the Arrival of the 
King's Forces under General Wills, Brigadier 
Honeywood, and General Carpenter, they attack'd 
the Rebels with ſo much Bravery, that they ſoon 
began to cry 'out for Quarter, when upwards of 
1409 Perſons were taken Priſoners. At the ſame 
Time, the Duke of Argyle Commander in Chiet 
of his Majeſty's Army in Scotland, attack'd the far 
greater Number of Forces at Dunblain, command- 
ed by the Earl of Marr, who had gooo Rebels in 
Arms, when the Duke of Argyle had only 3 500. 
The Battle indeed was very bloody, for near oo 
Rebels fell at this Time, and on the King's Side 
rather more than half that Number. Soon after 
the Pretender himſelf arrives at Dundee, and ſet up 
his Standard at Perth; but finding the King's For- 
ces marching againſt him, thought proper to make 
his Eſcape, and by this means the Nation was de- 
liver'd from the Miſeries and Calamities of a bloody 


* Olimixon's Hiſtory of the Stuaris. 
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and inteſtine War, and once more from the Dan- 

r of an arbitrary, inſolent and lawleſs Power, 
This ſame Pretender has ſent his Son now to in- 
vade us, who has got together a conſiderable Num- 
ber of Forces, little inferior to thoſe in Dumblarn ; 
they have hitherto taken much the ſame Route, and 
believe every true Friend to his Country, will 
join with me in wiſhing them much the ſame 
Fate: For he invades us as the ſworn Enemy to 
our Religion and Liberties; and were it poſſible 
for him to ſucceed, we muſt be obliged to change 
Religion for Superſtition, and a well conſtituted 
Government for Tyranny and Slavery. —His Son 
indeed is bold, and tells us, he will ſucceed in his 
Enterprize, or he will periſh in the Attempt ; but 
let us truſt and hope, that there are Thouſands and 
Tens of Thouſands in this Kingdom, that are as 
brave, and as reſolute, in a much better Cauſe ; 
and are determined bravely to periſh as Britons, 


rather than he ſhould ſucceed in his wicked At- 


tempts. For conſider, Can there be a Man, much 
rather can there be a Proteſtant, who wiſhes well 
to his King, his Country, his Religion and Liber- 
ties, that can poſſibly content himſelf, to fit down, 
and act a mean and ſcandalous neutral Part, whilſt 
his Country is plundered, his Rights and Privileges 
invaded, and his fruitful Plains turned into an Acel- 
dama or Field of Blood —That there is no Engliſb- 
man that will act this mean and villainous Part, I 
cannot anſwer for; but ſure I am, that he cannot 
be worthy of the Name of a Briton or Chriſtian, 
who, with a deteſtable Baſeneſs of Mind, fits 
down, and reſolves to enter into all the mean Sub- 
miſſions and baſe Compliances, that the Change of 
Times may diate to him. Conſider, my Friends, 
my Countrymen, my Fellow Subjects, that by 7 
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Rebellion, every thing that is dear to us as Prote- 
ſtants, and as Chriſtians, is now at Stake: There- 
fore now is the Time to exert yourſelves, and ſhew 
yourſelves Men: And for your Encouragement in 
the Diſcharge of your Duty, as Men, and as Chri- 
ſtians, let us truſt and hope, that Almighty God, 
who has hitherto done ſuch great Things for us, 
will ſtill preſerve us in Times of Trouble. - But we 
are to femember, that it is always in the Uſe of 
Mears that God affords his Bleſſing; and that it is 
a molt arrogant Preſumption to expect it upon any 
other Terms. And if we take a View of the ſe- 
veral Steps that Providence ſeems viſibly to have 
taken, to ſave us from the Evils threatned by this 
preſent Rebellion, we have till greater Hope for 
the Divine Prote&tion.-When this Son of the 
Pretender was coming to invade us in a Fri- 
gate, attended with a Man of War, laden with 
Arms and Ammunition for his Uſe, one of our 
Ships of War providentially fell in with him, and 
{> effectually diſabled the French Ship, that ſhe 
was obliged to go to Brit to be repaired. The 
Pretender indced elcapes in his ſmall Ship, but 
without Men or Arms, or at moſt but a very few. 
This mult &:catly have weakned him at his Be- 
ginning. Since that I muſt own, ſeveral ſmall 
Ships, or Tra:ſpo:ts, have found Means to get to 
him, either through the Dark of the Night, or 
Fogs of the Day: But I believe many more have 
been d-{troyed by Storms and Tempeſt; and add 
to this, what has been taken by the King's Ships, 


4cver.l of which have had Officers, Arms and Am- 


munition, Which muſt of Courſe greatly have 
weakened the Intereſt of theſe Rebels But at the 
Time [I bluſh for my Countrymen when I name 


M when the King's Forces fled from before the 


Ne- 
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Rebels, when they were in Poſſeſſion of the CitY 
of Edinburgh and when we had hardly any Forces 
in the Kingdom to ſtop their Progreſs; Providence 
ſeems to have remarkably interpoſed ; a general 
Confuſion ſeized the Rebels, and their Councils 
were divided. The Officers were for coming for- 
ward to England, and purſuing the Advantage 
they had obtained; but the Soldiers could not at 
that Time be perſuaded. They had fought for 
Scotland, they ſaid, and they had conquered, or 
won it for their Prince, as they called tim. So | 
that they were obliged to come back again to E- | 
dinburgh, and did not attempt ty come on to enter | 
England for a conſiderable Time. -In the mean 
time our Forces were embarking at Villiamſtadt, 
with the Wind directly againit them; but Al- 
mighty God, who upholds the Univerie with his 
Arm, and has the Wind in his Fiſt, cauſes a ſud- 
den and extraordinary Change; the Wind blows 
fair, with a freſh Gale, and brought over to the 
Tower of London, in perhaps the ſhorteſt Paſſage 


ever made, we are told, 8400 Soldiers. Theſe 
: were welcome Gueſts to the Nation, which was 
: almoſt defenceleſs, and gave Spirits to every true 
E Briton.— Theſe Things deſerve to be confide ed 

and remembred as the great Things God has dine 


for us. 


But I muſt now proceed, :d/y and i, to put 
you in mind, that if the People of this Kingdom | 
will not fear the Lord, and ferve him in Truth 
with all their Heart, and reſolve on a ſpec iy Re- 
pentance and Amendment of Life ; but on the | 
other hand continue „i to do cc“, we can 
have nothing to expect but that Almighty God, | 
looner or later, will give us up, as he his done | 
E 2 Other 
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28 
other Nations in like Circumſtances, to our Ene- 
mies, till we are conſumed. The Sword has been 
drawn a conſiderable Time between us and France, 
and longer againſt Spain; and when it will be 
ſheathed again, God only knows: And if for the 
Sins of this Kingdom, God ſhould permit theſe 
Rebels to go on and proſper for a Time, the whole 
Nation muſt neceſſarily be involved in one of the 
greateſt Calamities, a Civil War. Tis poſſible we 
might be capable, for a. confiderable Time, to 
ſtand againit the united Force of France and Spain 
at Sea ; but when the Sword is drawn, and thruſt 
into our own Bowels ; nothing but the Divine Pro- 
tection can poſſibly ſave us from Ruin and De- 
ſtruction. While the Nation is in ſuch Circum— 
ſtances as theſe, if we continue in our Sins, in a 
careleſs Security, and live in open Violation of the 
Laws of God; while we are expoſed to ſuch emi- 
nent Dangers ; If this ſhould be our Caſe, I ſay, 
nothing can ſave us from being conſumed. —For 
what good Reaſon can be ſhewn, why God in juſt 
Judgment to our Iniquities, ſhould not ſuffer us to 
fall into the Hands of our popiſh Enemies, whoſe 
tender Mercies are cruel; till by their Tyranny and 
Oppreſſion, by ſcourging and racking, and a Num- 
ber of other Puniſhments which they will inffict 
on us, we become truly ſenſible of our Vileneſs 
and Impiety.—Can we think that God 1s not angry 
with us, for thoſe Sins of Profaneneſs and Immo- 
rality; for our Drunkenneſs and Luſt, which are 
daily and impudently committed in the Face of 
the Sun; for Swearing and Curſing, for which 
the Land mourns ?—And ſhall not God viſit with 
his Judgments for theſe Things ?—Shall not his Soul 
be avenged on ſucb a Nation as this ? Jer. v. 9. 


Nay, 
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Nay, has he not already begun? Are not his 
Judgments ſpreading in ſeveral Parts of this King- 
dom ? Is there not a moſt violent and contagious 
Diſtemper raging among the Cattle, which has de- 
ſtroyed ſeveral Thouſands? This ſurely muſt pre- 
ceed from the Hand of God; and I hope will be 
look'd upon by the People of England, as a Warn- 
ing to them immediately to repent of their Iniqui- 
ties, leſt he puniſh them ſeven times more for their 
Sins. 

There are many People ſeem very ſenfible of 
the Neceſſity of a Reformation, and frequently 
talk of the great Expediency of it in others; 
while they who ſhould be Examples, ſeldom, it 
ever, think of amending themſelves ; and yet this 


; is the only Way to prevent the Ruin of. a ſinful 
e People. There are a great many in the Nation 
5 who are ready to murmur at the preſent happy 
, Eſtabliſhment ; and among other Things, are not 
* afraid to ſpeak evil of Dignities: They are making 
t Attempts to reproach the good Government under 
0 which we enjoy our Rights and Privileges as united 
ſe Proteſtants, againſt the Encroachments of France 
1d and Rame. Is it not ſtrange that any Man ſhould 
9 pretend, that the Nation has been in a State of 
it Slavery for a great while; and that it cannot be 
els worſe, if he who now invades us ſhould ſucceed ?_ 
Ty notwithſtanding we all, in the Prophet's Expreſ- 
0 ſion, ſit under our own Vines, and our own Fig- 
are trees, and there is none to make us aſraid. That 
of ſuch as are Friends to Popery ſhould talk in this 
ich manner, and endeavour to diſturb the publick | 
ih Peace and Tranquillity, is no Wonder: But is | 
50 ul it not aſtoniſhing, that any Man that pretends to 


the Name of a Proteſtant, ſnould be ready to join 
with them, in their preſent wicked Attempt ? 


We 
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MWe daily hear of Rumours ſpread about in the 
Kingdom, as tho' it were but to little Purpoſe to 
make a Stand againſt our Enemies; whom they 
repreſent ſo formidable and fo terrible, as tho 
they were capable to drive a whole Kingdom be- 
fore them, What! Is it of little Importance. to 
be liable to the moſt ſevere Sufferings the human 
Nature can be expoſed to? Fire and Sword carry 
Mercy with them, if compared to the complicated 
Miſchiefs of Antichriſt enraged, conducted by the 
Sons of thoſe very Murderers, who were the In- 
ſtruments of the Jriſb Maſſacre. Under theſe Cir- 
cumſtances ſurely, to die in the Filed, or conquer, 
ought to be the Reſolution of every Briton. Some- 
times we hear of a freſh French Invaſion, in order 
to ſink the Spirits of thoſe who wiſh well to the 
Intereſt of their Country. Theſe Things which 
we hope exiſt no where but in their own Imagina- 
tions, are calculated with a View only to keep up 
the finking Spirits of a wicked Party in this King- 
dom ; who are continually ſowing the Seeds of 
Faction among his Majeſty's weak, but otherwiſe 
good Subjects : So thata wiſe Man can hardly tell 
which to wonder at moſt; whether the Art or 
wicked Cunning of thoſe who raiſe and ſpread 
theſe falſe Reports, or the Weakneſs and Folly of 
ſuch as readily believe and propagate them.---- 
But, bad as the Nation is in general, yet if we will 
now in good earneſt reſolve on a deep Repentance 


for our Sins; if we will now only fear the Lord 


and ſerve him in Truth, with all our Hearts, there 


is ſtill Reaſon to hope for the divine Protection 


which has hitherto preſerved us. And leſt we 
ſhould be too forgetful of this important Duty, 
our moſt gracious Sovereign has thought proper 
to put us in mind of it, by appointing this Day for 

| @ publick 
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31 
a publick Faſt to be kept throughout the Kingdom ; 


our preſent Difficulties. By which his Majeſty has 


in effect told us, whatever Dependance he has on 


the Greatneſs and Number of his Forces, he is de- 
ſirous of obtaining the divine Protection. In this 
he follows the pious Example of King David, 
who would not truſt in his Sword nor in bis Bow, 
but in the Lord his God, who had done ſuch great 
Things for him. And if we can by our Humilia- 
tion prevail with God, to concern himſelf for our 
Deliverance, who then can be againſt us? f the 
Lord be on my Side, ſays David, I will not fear 
what Man can do unto me. And now, how ſecure 
ſhould we be of Victory over theſe Enemies of our 
Peace, were it not for thoſe crying Abominations 
ſo abounding in the Nation. Wherefore let us all 
| immediately reſolve upon a ſpeedy Repentance 


f and Amendment of Life. Let us make humble 
e Confeſſion to God of our own Iniquities, and of 
I! the Iniquities of the Nation in which we dwell. —- 
Yr This is the only Way to turn away the Divine 
id Anger, that we periſh not, We have ſeen the 
of great Things God has done for us; let us adore 
— his omnipotent Power, and his infinite Goodneſs, 
ill ſo peculiarly manifeſted in the many great and ex- 
ce traordinary Events that I have ſet before you. 
rd Let us acknowledge the Hand that has wrought 
re out ſuch great Deliverances; and celebrate his 
on adorable Perfections, ſo illuſtriouſly diſplayed ;--- 
we 


And let us learn, from the Conſideration of for- 
mer Mercies, to rely on him for Deliverance, in 


our preſent Troubles. This was the Practice of 


King David; and in this he deſerves to be imi- 


I tatcd 


that we by our united Prayers and Supplicetions to 
Almighty God, may obtain Pardon for our manifold: 
Sins and Iniquities, and be bleſs d with Succeſs in 
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32 
tated by us: He was not only, thankful for paſt 
Deliverances, but having praiſed God for his E- 
ſcape out of the Snares of his Enemies, as a Bird 
out of the Snare of the Fowler; he immediately 
adds, our Help, that is, our Truſt and Depen- 
dance for the future 7s on the Name of the Lord 


which made Heaven and Earth. 
To him therefore who by his peculiar Provi- 


dence has hitherto deliver'd us, and on whom we 


truſt for Deliverance in our preſent Troubles to 
him, I fay, let us aſcribe Honour, Glory and Do- 
minion for ever, | 


Lately Publiſhed, (By the ſame Author ) 
The Goodneſs and Love of God manifeſted 


to a finful World in the Gift of his Son. 


A SERMON preached on a Chriſtmas 
Day. Sold as above. 
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